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Vitoria-Gasteiz
Green City

a 0 . ) g It is no surprise that the 10 million square metres of gardens, parks,
o N AR L woodlands, and areas of outstanding environmental value and scenic beauty in
it Vitoria-Gasteiz make our city a desirable tourist destination for people travelling
with their dogs. Vitoria-Gasteiz is a pleasant city to explore on foot. In addition to

the parks and green spaces, be sure to visit the magnificent city centre and
explore the streets of the Medieval Quarter.

is more than simply a postcard image in Vitoria-Gasteiz.
ance to experience nature in all its splendour within an

- capital w dl% and introduce you to the recreational areas where you
can walk your dog off the lead (*).

(*) Except for dogs of breeds considered potentially dangerous, which must always be kept
< onalead.




Something to keep in mind!

To make your stay with your pet easier, the following is a summary of the main sections of the
municipal by-laws relating to dogs in public streets and spaces, and in the city's off-lead areas
in certain gardens and parks.

When walking along streets and in public spaces

On public streets and in public spaces, except in areas authorised by the City Council, dogs
must be kept under control and secured by a chain, lead, or other system appropriate to the
animal's characteristics, with a maximum length of two metres.

Animals are not allowed direct access to drinking fountains located in public areas, and they
may not enter or remain in designated children's play areas, such as areas with swings, slides,
and similar facilities.

When strolling through city parks and green spaces

Dogs —except breeds considered potentially dangerous, which must always be kept on a
lead— may be allowed off-lead in green areas (gardens and public parks) within the city,
subject to the following exceptions:

« LaFlorida Park and Secret Water Garden (Jardin Secreto del Agua)

«  Obispo Ramén Fernandez de Piérola Gardens (New Cathedral)

«  Prado Park

« Landscaped areas of the University Campus (except for the Maria de Maeztu Gardens)

Strolling along the Green Belt

In the Green Belt, which consists of the following
peri-urban parks: Salburua, Zabalgana, Zadorra,
Olarizu Botanical Gardens, and Armentia, dogs must
be kept on a lead to avoid interfering with wildlife.

However, all these parks feature clearly marked
off-lead areas, which you can find in this guide.
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The Green Belt areas where dogs are
allowed off-lead are clearly marked.

Ifyou visit certain parks and green
spaces in the city centre, such as the
romantic La Florida Park, you must
walk your dog on a lead.



Rural areas

Dogs must be kept on a lead in Natura 2000 areas:
Oak copses of Llanada Alavesa and Montes Altos de
Vitoria.

Gorbea reservoirs

Animals must be kept on a lead at all times in the
Landa and Garaio Provincial Parks.

Furthermore, pets may not access the water and the
bathing area between the water's edge and the
adjacent gravel surface at the three inland beaches
of these reservoirs.

This ban applies year-round, not just during the
summer months.

Festivals and events in green
spaces.
For their own well-being, dogs are not allowed

off-lead during festivities and events in green areas
where they would otherwise be permitted.

Public transport

City buses

The TUVISA city bus network regulations prohibit passengers from travelling with animals,
except for visually impaired passengers or those authorised to travel with guide dogs, and
passengers travelling with pets in approved, closed carriers, provided these do not cause any
inconvenience due to smell or noise.

Trams

Dogs are allowed on trams as long as they are not dangerous or cause inconvenience.
Dogs must travel on a lead or in a carrier and must not occupy seats. EuskoTren staff have the
final say on whether a dog can travel or not, based on their judgement.

In any case, dog owners or keepers must maintain control over their dogs
to prevent them from causing inconvenience or harm to people and other
animals, or damage to public property or facilities. For this purpose, dogs
must be kept in sight and at a distance that allows the handler to
intervene if necessary.



Map of green areas
where pets can be off-lead

This map shows the areas where dogs are allowed off-lead in city parks and Green Belt parks.

City parks where dogs can be off-lead

o Maria de Maeztu Gardens
© san Martin Park
e Lakuabizkarra Park

e Arriaga Park

Off-lead areas in the Green Belt

e Area in Armentia Park
@ Area in Zabalgana Park

m Area in Atxa-Landaberde Park (Zadorra)
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Molinuevo Park
Aranbizkarra Park
Arana Park

Judimendi Park

Area in Gamarra Park (Zadorra)
Area in Salburua Park

Area in the Olarizu Botanical Gardens
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Maria de Maeztu Gardens

Situated in the university area, it is the newest of
the large parks built in Vitoria-Gasteiz.

It originated when the former Las Nieves Asylum
building was repurposed as classrooms and a
library for the University of the Basque Country,
and its gardens and orchards became the Maria
de Maeztu Park, the only off-lead recreational
space for dogs in the University District.

In all other areas, dogs must be kept on a lead.




San Martin Park

San Martin Park, located in the neigh-
bourhood of the same name, next to the
so-called ‘Casas de las Conchas’ (Shell
Buildings), covers an area of 88,000 square
metres and is home to more than 60
botanical species.

City Park  (€)

Horse chestnut trees, poplars, Japanese
cherry trees, sweetgum trees, ash trees,
birch trees, maple trees, Judas trees, and
paulownia trees predominate, in addition to
a multitude of rose bushes.

There is a large pond where you can watch
ducks, a children's play area, and sports
facilities.




Lakuabizkarra Park

Builtin 1997, it is a large green area covering
150,000 square metres in the north-west of
the city.

City Park  (E)

It has approximately 3,500 young trees of
20 species, including poplars, ash trees,
birches, tulip trees, alders, and Japanese
cherry trees.




Arriaga Park

Arriaga Park was completed in 1979 on land
that had previously been used for grazing
and orchards.

It is currently the largest park in the city,
covering 18 hectares, where over 30 species
of birds coexist with a wide variety of trees,
such as elm trees, magnolia trees, beech
trees, sequoias, giant poplars, and a rose
garden. The park features play areas and

City Park

swings, as well as fountains, a skating track,
Basque skittles courts, table tennis, basket-
ball hoops, and a pond.

The park is also home to the chapel of San
Juan Chico, the former seat of the
brotherhood formed by the rural lords of
Alava to defend their privileges. Next to it
grows a sapling from the tree of Gernica
(an oak tree).




Molinuelo Park

Molinuevo Park, also known in the city as
Parque del Norte (North Park), is located very
close to the Medieval Quarter.

It has more than 70 species of trees, including
cypresses, birches, willows, catalpas,
maples, poplars, plane trees, ash trees, and
yews. It is a place to stroll among trees, enjoy
the recreational areas, and play on the
fronton court. There are play areas,
fountains, a pond, a sports court with stands,
and a fronton court




Aranbizkarra Park

Located between Burgos and Valladolid
streets, covering an area of 70,000 square
metres, it features a soccer field,
playground, and fountains.

city Park (@)

It has more than 40 botanical species,
including chestnut trees, maples, birches,
catalpas, ash trees, black walnut trees,
plane trees, poplars, elms, and robinias.
There are also 2,000 rose bushes.



Arana Park

Arana is one of the oldest parks in the city.
At one time, it was surrounded by fields,
which is why it was called Campa de Arana
(Arana Meadows). However, it is now far
more integrated into the city.

City Park

It features sports facilities, a playground,
and fountains. There are many horse
chestnut and poplar trees, as well as
numerous aspens. It also features a rose
garden with 5,000 specimens.




Judimendi Park

Located near the Medieval Quarter, this park
sits on the site of an ancient Jewish
cemetery, which was handed over to the city
by the Jewish community in the 15th
century, when the Catholic Monarchs
expelled the Jews, with the promise that no
buildings would be constructed on the site.

City Park

The sculpture “Convivencia” (Coexistence),
created by Israeli artist Yaél Artsi in 2004,
symbolises the peaceful coexistence of the
various communities in Vitoria during

medieval times. This area is also known as
the Old Powder Magazine because, between
1853 and 1901, there were warehouses for
storing weapons and explosives.




In red:

area where dogs

(not classified as
potentially dangerous
dogs) can be off-lead.

Dogs must be kept
onalead in the rest
of the park.

Armentia Park

This park consists of an extensive natural
gall oak wood, located between the city
centre and the Vitoria Mountains, a highly
valuable natural space in the municipality of
Vitoria-Gasteiz. It is precisely its location
that makes the Armentia Forest a biological
corridor linking wooded areas, the Green
Belt, and the urban ecosystem.

Covering 161 hectares, it stands out for its
extensive natural tree cover (104 hectares),
which accounts for more than 70% of its
surface area.

o



Zabalgana Park

Located in the west of Vitoria-Gasteiz, this
58-hectare park is particularly significant
because it is the result of an intensive
restoration process that transformed a
heavily degraded area of former gravel pits
into a natural space for leisure and
recreation for the local population. The
restoration work, which began in 1993 and
was completed in 1999, was the first stage of
the Vitoria-Gasteiz Green Belt project.

Itis a wooded island surrounded by a sea of
crops, alternating between meadows,

scattered copses, lagoons, small hills and
knolls, rest areas, trails, and a natural gall
oak wood.

10)




Green Belt 11

o Between Zadorra Avenue and the left bank of
the river lies the archaeological site of the
village of Atxa, an ancient settlement dating
back to the Second Iron Age (4th and 3rd
centuries BC) and a Roman military camp (1st
century AD), the excavation of which was
completed in 1988.

It covers an area of 170,000 square metres and
is 1,170 metres long.
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Gamarra Section. Zadorra Park

The River Zadorra, the most significant
river in the municipality of
Vitoria-Gasteiz, flows north of the city
and is the main feature of this park.

Designated as a Site of Community
Importance (SCI) within the European
Natura 2000 network, the Zadorra and its
surroundings are an ideal location for
leisure and walking.

The comprehensive redevelopment of the
river along its entire length within the city
has made it possible to create a vast river
park, 13 km long and covering an area of
213 hectares. This park acts as a vital
connection in the Green Belt between the
Salburua wetlands and Zabalgana Park.




Salburua Park

Bordering Vitoria-Gasteiz to the east, this
206-hectare park is a wetland area that
includes several lagoons (mainly Arcaute
and Betofio), meadows, and a small oak
grove. Restoration work began in 1994 and
has transformed Salburua into one of the
most valuable continental wetlands in the
Basque Country, a Ramsar Wetland of
International Importance and a Site of
Community Importance (SCI) within the
European Natura 2000 network.

The park can be explored along several
routes that circle and connect the main
lagoons. The Ataria Interpretation Centre and
two bird observatories allow visitors to
discover and enjoy the natural wealth of the
area.

All the fauna inhabiting the wetland is wild,
except for the deer, which have been
specifically introduced to control the

vegetation in the lagoons. For this reason,
dogs must be kept on a lead except in the
designated off-lead area.




Olarizu Botanical Gardens

The gardens are located on land where an
old farm once stood, now called Casa de la
Dehesa. It dates back to 1727, when the
Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council built a cattle
shed to house livestock that grazed in the
meadows and supplied meat to the city’s
butchers. In 1998, the Allotments were
opened to the public, providing a variety of
activities related to organic horticulture,
gardening, and fruit cultivation.

The Olarizu Botanical Gardens and Lake
were officially inaugurated in 2011. It was
designed with the goal of “preserving,
sharing, and highlighting plant biodiversity”
It is a perfect spot for walking and
discovering the world of plants.

Covering more than 120 hectares, the
gardens are home to over a thousand
species, including a collection representing
the main forest types found in Europe.
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